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lf a Chendenin Cares 


To a churchman and a thoroughgoing Christian, the 
weekly church paper is indispensable. It carries infor- 
mation which he is unwilling to do without. It is true 
that many church members do without their church 
paper, but they and the church are the loser, for they 
learn not of the movement and sweep of their church 
and Christianity. More than that. An alert church press 
gives the moral and religious interpretation of the move- 
ments of the day, of the forces in action, of the under- 
lying causes of the principles involved, and of the pos- 
sibilities of the triumph of truth, righteousness and re- 
ligion. The church press is the unfailing stalwart ex- 
ponent, defender, supporter and promoter of high 
morals and of the religious faith. It is ever the ex- 
pounder and protector of the particular tenets of its 
own church. It is essential to the intelligence of reli- 
gionists as the newspaper is to the intelligence of citi- 
zens.—Methodist Bishop John M. Moore. 











Letters to the Editors 





Two Churches Have a Responsibility 





Stranger in a City 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


I have read with interest the letter in 
The Outlook of November 7, under the 
caption: “In a Strange City” and signed 
“Pastor,” quoting a letter “from one of 
the members of our church, now working 
in a large city,” which tells of his (or her) 
feelings after attending for eight months 
the “coldest Presbyterian church I’ve ever 
had any contact with.” 


It is unfortunate that you did not also 
give your readers the benefit of the reply 
which the pastor made to the quoted 
letter from this “dyed-in-the-wool Presby- 
terian” member of his church. 


Especially, it would be interesting to 
know just what this pastor did to help 
this member during the eight months in 
the “Strange City” where he (or she) 
had gone to work. 

In this connection there is quoted 
below a portion of Par. 304 of the Book 
of Church Order: 

“In all such cases of non-residence as 
those described above, it shall be the duty 
of the pastor and Ruling Elders of the 
church of which he is a member to inform 
him that according to the teaching of our 
Book of Church Order it is his duty to 
transfer his membership as soon as prac- 
ticable to a church where he is now 
living, which he can attend. It shall also 
be the duty of the pastor and the Ruling 
Elders to notify the Ruling Elders of a 
church—into whose area he has moved, 
and request them to take pastoral over- 
sight of the member, with a view to having 
him transfer his membership.” 

It would seem that if the above quoted 
provisions of Par. 304 had been followed 
by the pastor, there would have been no 
occasion for the letter he received and 
which he quoted in his letter to Tue 
OUTLOOK. 

J. E. JOHANSON, 
St. Louis, Mo. 


B.C.0. Revisions 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

The General Assembly, in its sessions 
at Richmond this year, appointed an ad 
interim committee to make a through- 
going revision of the Book of Church 
Order. This revision is to include clarifi- 
cation of present provisions and a system 
of cross-references. Anything that will 
contribute to the production of a Book of 
Church Order that is entirely free of 
ambiguous statements and that will be 
perfectly clear in its meaning, is being 
sought. 


As chairman, and by direction of that 
committee, I am asking that all people 
who have suggestions, mail them to me. 

The committee is scheduled to meet 
next on January 9; however, final report 
to the General Assembly will not be made 
until 1957. The committee desires to 
receive suggestions as soon as possible 
in order to have ample time to study 
these proposed changes. 

VerNoN S. Broyies, Jr. 


Ad Interim Committee on Revision of 
Book of Church Order 


607 Peachtree, N. E., Atlanta, Ga. 


Ordination of Women 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Concerning the ordination of women 
(OuTLOOK, Nov. 21). A good idea. Only a 
few will want ordination. Most of them 
will be good. I write out of conviction 
gained from 19 years as president of a 
theological seminary. A few girls are 
created for the ministry. 

JESSE H. Barrb. 
San Francisco Seminary, 
San Anselmo, Calif. 





I know no valid reagon against, and 
many weighty reasons for, the ordination 
of women to the gospel ministry. Many 
women ministers serving effectively in 
other denominations demonstrate their 
competence, and shame the Presbyterian 
Church for its tardiness in admitting con- 
secrated women to the service which they 
are abundantly qualified to render. 

Henry P. Van DUSEN. 
New York, N. Y. 


862 Churches Over-the-Top 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


All those who helped in the 1953 Negro 
Work campaign unite in saluting the 
862 churches which have given the full 
amounts asked of them. Others have paid 
what they pledged and we are most grate- 
ful for that, but the 862 have now sent in 
amounts equal to or exceeding the full 
quotas asked of them. 

Nor has this been an easy accomplish- 
ment. Quotas for these churches ranged 
from $25 to $15,000, with many things 
ns to make their collections diffi- 
cult. 


In the first place, interest that was high 
early in 1953 may have lagged consider- 
ably by the last quarter of 1955. But these 
862 congregations kept steadily at the job 
until they had finished it. 

In the second place, we have had the 
Supreme Court’s decision and all its at- 
tendant controversy since the campaign 
pledges were made. Some people seem 
to feel that the Negro Work campaign is 
somehow involved in this controversy. 
This is not true; nevertheless, a few con- 
gregations have quit the field and canceled 
their pledges because of resentment over 
the segregation controversy. These 862 
may not agree with the Supreme Court, 
or with the expressed convictions of our 
Assembly. But they have refused to 
penalize so weak a thing as our Presby- 
terian Negro Work; instead, they have 
stood by and paid in full. 


In the third place, many pastoral 
changes have been made since the cam- 
paign in 1953. This makes all half-finished 
tasks difficult of completion. A number 
of these 862 churches have had vacant 
pulpits and new pastors in the past two 
years; nevertheless, their quotas have 
been paid in full. 

Such persistence and generosity as 
these churches display has produced 
$1,560,000 from our denomination. Add to 
this $60,000 already paid by an anony- 
mous foundation, and we have a total of 
$1,620,000. We salute all who have given 
thus far, but especially the 862 who have 


gone all the way. Let about 250 more 
churches join this select group and the 
$2,000,000 goal will be reached. But time 
is running out and action cannot be much 
longer delayed. Give what you can and 
do it now. Put checks through your own 
church or make out to Presbyterian Negro 
Work Campaign and mail to Box 1171, 
Atlanta, Georgia. Indicate the name of 
your church and the gift will be credited 
to it. 
Patrick D. MILLER, 

Atlanta, Ga. 


Wilbur La Roe Says: 


Is India More Christian? Said Nehru 
to the Russian leaders: “We are con- 
vinced that it is not by military pacts 
and alliances and piling up armaments 
that world peace . . . can be attained. .. 
The only camp we (India) should like 
to be in is the camp of peace and good 
will.” 


Dead Sea Scrolls. Christians should 
lose no sleep over the scrolls. They are 
fascinating, but they cast no shadow of 
reflection on the Christian faith. The 
teachings of the Essene monks parallel 
to some extent those of Jesus, and it may 
well be that he was influenced by them, 
but the scrolls do not deal with him, for 
their composition ante-dates him, nor do 
they afford any basis for questioning 
Christian truth. 











Christians in Government. There are 
not enough sterling Christians of the 
Youngdahl-Judd-Flemming type in pub- 
lic office. We Christian laymen too often 
forget Christ when we cast our ballots, 
especially in the primaries, with the re- 
sult that too frequently not one of the 
leading candidates is a consecrated Chris- 
tian. I am thrilled to get authentic word 
that Elton Trueblood may run for Con- 
gress. 


Retreat into Ignorance. “We are 
living right now in a period of repression 
and conformity. Because conflicting ideas 
require thought, and thinking is painful, 
many are retreating into a cult of igno- 
rance. They are being lulled into a type 
of religious syncretism which assures 
them that incompatible views can be 
merged simply by saying that the differ- 
ence does not matter much any more.” 
—C.LaytTon T. GRISWOLD. 

Washington, D. C. 


x * * 


A young Indian family have become 
missionaries from the United Church of 
North India in Bombay to the city of 
Nairobi in East Africa. They are sent 
from the same church from which, years 
ago, David Livingstone set out for Africa 
after visiting India. This is the first 
venture of this group of churches in send- 
ing a missionary to another country, tak- 
ing the responsibility of supporting this 
young family spiritually and financially. 
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CHEERS—Some of the cheerleaders, as they prepared for the Calvin Bowl 

football game this year on the General Assembly’s Training School campus, 

were (left to right), Eunice Via, Camille Thompson, Nancy Fagen, Mary 
McLaney and Pat Moran. (Photo, courtesy, Richmond News Leader.) 


Calvin Bowl 


One of the unheralded Thanksgiving 
Day football games each year (since 
1945) is played between so-called ‘“Con- 
servatives” and “Liberals” at Union 
Seminary in Virginia. Present regula- 
tions put all married students on the 
“Conservative” team while unmarried 
ones carry the “Liberal” banner. 

The game is played across Brook 
Road on the front campus of the General 
Assembly’s Training School where the 
predominantly female student body joins 
with seminary wives, faculty families 
and other spectators along the edges of 
the “Calvin Bowl.” 

One student referred to this year’s 
contest (won by the Liberals 19-6) as 
the world’s “only non-televised, non-sub- 
sidized, all-ministerial-student bowl 
game.” 

Ten ATS cheerleaders, equipped with 
pots, pans, combs and other noisemakers 
lead the uncorrelated shouts and yells. 


Five “Conservative” cheerleaders dress 
in black, carry black umbrellas and direct 
very conservative and restrained en- 
couragement of the married men’s team. 
Gay costumes, predominantly red, are 
chosen by the “Liberal” cheerleaders. 


New Interchurch Committee 
Is Called to Meet Jan. 11 


The new Presbyterian, U. S., commit- 
tee on interchurch relations will hold its 
first meeting in Atlanta, Ga., Jan. 11. 

Assembly’s Moderator, J. McDowell 
Richards, has set the time of meeting at 
10:00 a.m. on Wednesday morning in the 
conference room of the Presbyterian Cen- 
ter, 341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E. 

At that time the nineteen members will 
elect a chairman and will consider such 
items as may come before them. 

The committee consists of 16 repre- 
sentatives named by the synods, one by 
the Board of Women’s Work, and the 
Assembly’s Moderator and Stated Clerk. 
(Out Look, Aug. 29, Sept. 26, Oct. 10). 


USA-U.P. Drafting 
Committee Is Named 


With the failure to achieve a three-way 
Presbyterian union last spring, because 
of Presbyterian, U. S., unreadiness, 
United Presbyterians and USA Presby- 
terians set about the task of a two-way 
venture, with both General Assemblies 
indicating a favorable inclination toward 
this step. 

Most recent action looking toward 
union is appointment of a 6-person draft- 
ing committee from each church, as fol- 
lows: 

UNITED PRESBYTERIANS: Robert W. 
Gibson, Monmouth, IIl., chairman; Tim 
J. Campbell, Newton, Iowa; Geo. U. 
Martin, Steubenville, Ohio; Edith L. 
McBane, Pittsburgh; Samuel W. Shane, 
Stated Clerk, Pittsburgh; T. M. Taylor, 
Pittsburgh. 

USA: Ralph Waldo Lloyd, Maryville, 
Tenn., chairman; Harrison Ray Ander- 
son, Chicago; Davitt S. Bell, Pittsburgh; 
Eugene Carson Blake, Stated Clerk, Phil- 
adelphia; Mrs. W. Verne Buchanan, New 
Philadelphia, Ohio; John A. Mackay, 
N. J. 

This group is expected to serve as a 
joint committee to work out suitable plans 
for the union of the USA Church, with 
its 2,658,903 members, and the United 
Presbyterian, with 237,233 members. 


Presbyterians Get 
New Mexico Ranch 


PHILADELPHIA (RNS)—A 21,000-acre 
ranch in New Mexico, valued at about 
$250,000, has been given to the Board 
of Christian Education of the Presby- 
terian Church, USA. 

The donors are Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 
N. Pack of Tucson, Ariz. Mr. Pack is a 
retired rancher and resort operator now 
active in community and church programs 
in Tucson where he is an elder of Moun- 
tain View Presbyterian church. 

The property will be used for retreats, 
conferences and similar programs. It is 
located 63 miles north of Santa Fe in the 
Majestic Valley of the Chama River in 
what is said to be one of the most beau- 
tiful spots in the Southwest. 


Fifth Avenue Fund 


New York (rNs)—Fifth Avenue Pres- 
byterian church here will seek a $1,000,- 
000 endowment fund to guarantee its 
continued ministry in the heart of Man- 








hattan, John Sutherland Bonnell, pastor, 
announced. 


“A most generous memorial gift al- 
ready has been pledged,” he said in an- 
nouncing the drive four days after first 
broaching the idea at a dinner com- 
memorating his 20th anniversary in that 
pastorate. 

“The Fifth Avenue church must not 
join the retreat to the suburbs,” Dr. Bon- 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Questions are answered here by ministers 
serving on a radio-telephone panel. Most 
questions are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook). Answers are re- 
corded and then submitted for amendment 
or revision. Participants here are: Francis 
W. Pritchard, New Providence church, Mary- 
ville, Tenn.; Charles C. Berryhill, First church, 
Niagara Falls, N. Y.; and Richard E. Coulter, 
Porter Street church, Richmond, Va. 


WHY PUBLIC PROFESSION? 
Why should there be a public pro- 


fession of faith when somebody joins 
the church? 


CovuLter: I believe that there ought 
to be a public profession of faith because 
I read in the Gospel according to St. 
Matthew, that Christ commanded his dis- 
ciples to profess publicly that they were 
his followers, ‘Whosoever will confess 
me before men,” he said, “him will I also 
confess before my Father which is in 
Heaven.” The writers of the New Testa- 
ment epistles, especially Paul, empha- 
sized that again. In Romans 10 he had 
a lot to say about confession with the 
lips, “For if a man believes with his 
heart, he confesses with his lips.” Our 
own church requires it. I note too that 
the New Testament church made much of 
having people profess their faith. There 
is no such thing as being a secret Chris- 
tian. We ought to come out and be proud 
of the fact that we have become a part 
of the body of Christ. Only those who 
have made a profession of faith in Christ 
are entitled to the rights and privileges 
of the church. I think that in addition 
to the fact that the Bible says so, though, 
is the fact that it does something for 
people as they come into the church. It 
helps them along the way, makes them 
realize that they are a part of what Christ 
has said will ultimately redeem the world. 


THE CHILDREN 


What did Jesus mean by “Suffer the 
little children to come unto me, for of 
such is the kingdom of heaven’? Is 
there any way in which this has a bear- 
ing on current delinquency problems ? 


PRITCHARD: Suppose we begin at the 
end of the quotation, ‘for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven.” By this I believe 
Jesus meant if we are to enter into the 
kingdom of heaven, we must receive it 
4 


nell said. “It must hold the fort; it 
must remain a citadel of Protestant Chris- 
tianity at the heart of this great city.” 
He noted that the church’s member- 
ship, which in 1935 had shrunk to the 
“lowest point in half a century” at 900, 
now is more than 2,400 and “capacity 
congregations are the rule” at services. 
“Twenty years ago the spiritual life 
of the churches and of the city was at 





a low ebb,” Dr. Bonnell said. ‘Ministers 
were frustrated and disheartened. When 
religious leaders met together, they voiced 
their pessimism and discouragement. 

“Now the tide has turned and religious 
interest is at the highest point attained 
in years, not only in New York but 
throughout the nation. Protestant leaders 
speak with renewed confidence and opti- 
mism of the future of our faith. Evan. 
gelism with a social content is now to the 
fore in every denomination.” 





from God as a gift. We receive it as 
naturally and as confidently as a little 
child receives the love and care of good 
parents. The first words of the quota- 
tion, “Suffer the little children to come 
unto me” remind us of how Jesus re- 
ceived the little children, took them in 
his arms, laid his hands upon them, talk- 
ed with them, and blessed them. I believe 
that this has some bearing on the prob- 
lem of juvenile delinquency today in 
two respects. First, as Jesus in the 
midst of all the pressure of his very busy 
life had time for those little children, so 
we parents, teachers and other adults need 
to have time for children today. They need 
adults who will take time to be with them, 
to become acquainted with them, to guide 
them. Secondly, as those little children 
in Galilee a long time ago came to know 
Jesus as their friend, so boys and girls 
today need to know Jesus as their friend. 
A friend of mine who was a G-man has 
spoken of the fact that often when a boy 
was in trouble he would say to him, 
“Well son, what Sunday school do you 
go to?” Always the boy would shake 
his head, indicating that he attended no 
Sunday school at all. If we are really 
cencerned about the problem of juvenile 
delinquency, I think we will want to see 
that these boys and girls are in Sunday 
school. We will want to provide them 
with an opportunity to learn about Jesus 
Christ. We will want to help them to 
know Jesus Christ as their friend as 
those boys and girls of Galilee did a long 
time ago. 

Moperator: I have been very much 
interested in seeing some comments made 
along the same line recently by J. Edgar 
Hoover of the FBI—a Presbyterian elder, 
by the way—who frequently stresses the 
importance of the Sunday school and 
what it ought to do and can do in the 
life of the country. 

BERRYHILL: We must not only give 
time to the children, as has been said, 
but we must give time to giving direction 
to them. Our first responsibility is to 
offer the child the best thing we can give, 
which is the knowledge of Christ himself. 
Therefore, we not only will avoid stand- 
ing in his way, but we will walk with 
him and go with him to the source of 
helpfulness in Christ. 


Mobile Aftermath 


After Frederick H. Olert, Second 
church, Richmond, Va., gave the Refor- 
mation Day sermon in Mobile, Ala., this 
fall, a storm of Roman Catholic protest 
arose, with some attention given in na- 
tional magazines. To explain the situation 
to his own people, Dr. Olert carried the 
following in the Sunday bulletin: 


TO DISAGREE IS NOT TO HATE 

The storm of protest raised by Roman 
Catholic authorities in response to a 
sermon preached in Mobile, Alabama, 
three weeks ago was amazing to me. In 
substance the same sermon has been 
preached in my own pulpit in Richmond, 
in Kansas City, Baltimore, Roanoke and 
Montreat. If there were no truth in my 
statements it is incredible that the Presi- 
dent of a Catholic College and the Arch- 
bishop of Birmingham should have taken 
any notice of it. 

To disagree is not to hate. I do not hate 
anyone, but I do hate untruth in any 
form and will oppose it everywhere. I 
believe in the right of private judgment 
and the Protestant freedom of the mind. 
I tried to make a cool impartial objective 
intellectual analysis of the facts of Roman 
Catholic policy and practice as recorded 
in history and witnessed in the current 
scene around the world. Why does the 
Roman Church engage in glittering gene- 
ralities, labels, and smear tactics to evade 
the real issue? One would think that even 
a Roman Archbishop would be exceedingly 
cautious about calling anyone else a bigot. 
Why do not the Roman gentleman give 
an answer yes or no to the four questions 
proposed? That ought to settle the argu- 
ment. 

1. Does the Roman Church believe that 
the state should treat with equal favor 
all religious groups? 

2. Does the Roman Church believe every 
man ought to have the right to choose his 
own religion? 

3. Does the Roman Church believe in 
freedom of speech, press and worship? 

4. Does the Roman Church believe in 
the separation of church and state? 

Inasmuch as Roman policy and practice 
answers each of the above four questions 
in the negative the logical conclusions 
are as follows: 

1. The Roman Church with its self-en- 
closed system of hierarchical control is 
not at home in democratic America. 

2. The Roman Church wants to make 
America a predominantly Roman Catholic 
country. 

3. In a predominantly Roman Catholic 
country there will be no room for Protest- 
ants. 

4. The Roman Church can and will win 
America unless Protestants heal their 
divisions and get together. 
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@ Sidelights on Fundamentalist origins, the Auburn Affirmation, 


Wm. J. Bryan, Harry Emerson Fosdick, the Scopes trial . . . 


The Struggle for Freedom 


HE nineteenth century witnessed 

many revolutionary ideas which were 
developed in the field of science and 
critical scholarship. Darwin, Wallace, 
Huxley, and others proclaimed a new 
startling theory about human origins. 
The Wellhausen method of documentary 
analysis which came to be called the 
“Higher Criticism,” compelled Biblical 
scholars to revise traditional views of the 
Bible. The impact on church creeds was 
terrific. Men of open mind took what 
they could of the new views, modified 
them a little and worked out a mediating 
position between the old faith and the 
new learning. Men of hard mind re- 
treated behind the barriers of a rigid, 
exclusive creed for which they fought 
with great tenacity. Thus, in the early 
years of the present century, there de- 
veloped an increasing tension between the 
more liberal and the conservative groups. 
Two events brought this tension to a 
climax in the early 1920s. 


Fundamentalist Origin 

A series of pamplets entitled “The 
Fundamentals” were sent broadcast over 
the Presbyterian Church, USA. It is said 
that they were financed by two very 
wealthy laymen, for theological conserva- 
tism and economic conservatism seem to 
go hand-in-hand. These pamphlets, 
which gave us the name ‘Fundamen- 
talists,” stressed the verbal inerrancy of 
the scriptures, the virgin birth of Christ, 
the literal acceptance of all miracles, the 
substitutionary theory of the atonement, 
and the entire rejection of all biological 
evolution in favor of immediate divine 
creation. Harry Emerson Fosdick, a 
brilliant young Baptist preacher, then 
ministering in the First Presbyterian 
Church, New York, delivered a devastat- 
ing reply to those pamphlets, entitled, 
“Shall the Fundamentalists Win?” 

The other event was the eruption of 
William Jennings Bryan from the field 
of politics into that of religion. Bryan, 
a Presbyterian elder, knew little of 
science, or of theology, or of Biblical 
criticism. He accepted the Genesis nar- 
ration of creation quite literally. With 
his magnificent organ-toned oratory and 
the zeal of a born reformer, he set out 
to straighten the colleges on evolution. 


DR. WISHART, now retired and living in 
Wooster, Ohio, was president of the College 
of Wooster, 1919-44. Ordained a United 
Presbyterian minister, he was a pastor in 
Pittsburgh, then professor of systematic the- 
ology in Pittsburgh Seminary until called to 
the Second church, Chicago. From there he 
went to Wooster. 
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By CHARLES F. WISHART 


No theory which connected a man with 
“a brute” can be anything but unscrip- 
tural, heretical, and atheistic. This was 
his position and he put it across with 
consummate oratory. Many conservative 
men like Dr. McCosh of Princeton had 
accepted some form of evolution. The 
Creative Evolution of men like Morgan 
and Bergson not only admitted, but re- 
quired a divine Creator, and that every 
new fact meant a new creative act. All 
this meant nothing to Mr. Bryan. 
Bryan Visit 

At Wooster, our great biologist, Dr. 
Mateer, was a Christian who did justly, 
loved mercy, and walked humbly before 
his God. But as a scientist, he made 
it his business to find out everything 
biology had to teach us about the origin 
of man. So Mr. Bryan came to Wooster, 
inwardly breathing out threatenings and 
slaughter. But outwardly, he proved a 
charming house guest, and a most de- 
lightful raconteur. That night, to a 
crowded chapel, he unlimbered an hour 
of his matchless eloquence. Unfortunately 
some students laughed, and he took it as 
a challenge. So for another hour he held 
forth in a terrific philippic against evo- 
lution, biology and the colleges, all to the 
great enjoyment of the irreverent under- 
graduates. 

Thus the issue became clear. It was 
that of academic freedom in church col- 
leges. Mr. Bryan’s proposal was that 
all funds be withheld from colleges which 
taught evolution as “‘a proven fact.”’ He 
used an amazing aphorism: “The hand 
that writes the paycheck is the hand that 
rules the school.” So it seemed logical 
to nominate as his opponent for the Mod- 
eratorship of the 1923 Assembly, a col- 
lege man. I was comparatively unknown, 
having been in the denomination only 
nine years,* and Mr. Bryan’s friends as- 
sured him that his name as a candidate 
would sweep everything before it. But 
Presbyterians are not easily stampeded. 
The issue was more grave than person- 
alities. So, by a very narrow margin, 
Mr. Bryan was defeated. 

And a fairly conservative lover of 
peace was catapulted into the center of 
a theological hurricane. 

Mr. Bryan did not take his defeat 
graciously, and accused me face to face 
of having “repudiated” his Wooster ad- 
dress. I assured him I had not done so. 





*Formerly in the United Presbyterian 
Church. 


Then he and his friends insisted that 
he should have been made Vice-Modera- 
tor, and I received angry telegrams which 
declared there was a binding precedent 
to this effect. This, of course was untrue, 
and I had no intention of placing the 
chief prosecutor in the chair of the pre- 
siding judge. When the report of the 
Committee on Education came up, Mr. 
Bryan took the floor and by his consum- 
mate gift of speech stirred the Assembly 
to laughter and cheers. Once again, 
Presbyterians proved they could not be 
stampeded. Instead of Mr. Bryan’s pro- 
posal to cut off all funds from colleges 
teaching evolution, Dr. John Willis Baer 
offered a compromise enjoining colleges 
against teaching “materialistic philoso- 
phies of evolution,” but making no men- 
tion of any financial coercion. After 
five hours of exhausting debate, Baer’s 
resolution was adopted. This round, 
therefore, the Fundamentalists lost. But 
they did win by inducing the Assembly 
to send a directive to New York Presby- 
tery admonishing that body to bring the 
First Church pulpit and Dr. Fosdick in 
line with Presbyterian doctrines. They 
also won by persuading the Assembly 
to write the “Five points of Fundamen- 
talism” into the record as ‘“‘necessary and 
essential” to Presbyterian doctrinal be- 
lief. 

Three Events 

The year that followed was a night- 
mare of train travel, stuffy hotel rooms, 
constant speaking and an interminable 
succession of church dinners. Three 
events linger in memory. At Philadel- 
phia, I addressed the Presbyterian Social 
Union. They were all laymen, clad in tux- 
edos, at a very formal dinner. I was told 
that this organization had a limited mem- 
bership, and a waiting list. In that com- 
pany it was not easy to make your “call- 
ing and election” sure. I felt they heard 
my plea for peace and tolerance with 
restrained enthusiasm, almost as restrain- 
ed as though they were listening to Mr. 
Bryan on politics. It was a pretty con- 
servative crowd. 

At New York on the other hand, Dr. 
Robert E. Speer and I spoke at a great 
dinner of Presbyterian laymen. Many 
prominent men were on the point of leav- 
ing the denomination for the larger free- 
dom of Congregationalism. We were as- 
sured that we had helped to stabilize a 
very shaky situation. 

The third memory is of Princeton, 
wrere the noted fighting fundamentalist, 
Dr. Machen, was acting pastor in the 
then-vacant Presbyterian pulpit. As I 
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had been assigned to speak there in the 
evening, it came to my ears that Dr. 
Machen would refuse to be in the pulpit 
with me. Whereat the blood of my 
Scotch ancestors arose, and I demanded 
an interview. So we met in President 
Stevenson’s study, the president and 
Dr. Erdman sitting in opposite corners 
like bottle-holders at a boxing match. 
In the other corners, Dr. Machen and I 
“slugged it out’”—verbally, of course— 
through some two hours of debate. Fi- 
nally, he agreed to appear with me and 
even grew cordial, though remarking to 
a friend that I was a “borderline case.” 
What was my offense? I had said that 
the Nicene Creed was the crystallized 
experience in which generations of Chris- 
tians had known their Lord. The good 
Doctor laid down this simplified asser- 
tion. “No experience,” he said, “ever 
precedes a creed.” ‘The creed always 
precedes the experience. 

Dr. Machen was one of the great- 
est Greek scholars of his time. But he 
could certainly ‘divide a hair twixt 
north and northwest side.” 


“Auburn Affirmation” 


During that same troubled year, a com- 
pany of ministers met in Auburn, New 
York, and drew up a formal Affirmation 
which came to be signed by nearly 1,300 
ministers. These men declared that they 
implicitly believed in the inspired word, 
in the Incarnation, in redemption through 
the sacrifice at Calvary, in the assured 
fact that Jesus rose from the dead and 
that he used supernatural power to do 
many mighty works. But they contended 
that while many of them accepted the 
theories of the Fundamentalists in ex- 
planation of these beliefs, there should be 
tolerance towards those who might hold 
other theories to account for them. Then, 
on solid constitutional ground, they 
denied the power of a General Assembly 
to declare a dogmatic definition as “es- 
sential and necessary” to Christian be- 
lief. Creedal statements could have the 
authority of the church as a whole only 
when submitted to the vote of the pres- 
byteries. 

That this Auburn Affirmation seemed 
fair enough was evidenced when at the 
next General Assembly a complaint about 
it came to the Committee on Bills and 
Overtures. This committee had as its 
chairman a very noted Fundamentalist, 
and Mr. Bryan was a member of it. They 
advised “no action,” evidently consider- 
ing the Affirmation as harmless. 

It was only later that it became a 
“whipping boy,” and I understand was 
so used as propaganda in the recent 
discussions on church union. 

When the Assembly met the next year, 
the Fundamentalists won an initial vic- 
tory in the election of Clarence E. Ma- 
cartney as Moderator by a very small 
margin. On two counts however, the 
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Fundamentalists were beaten. They fail- 
ed to pass an edict requiring all board 
and seminary men to take a “loyalty 
oath” on the “five points.” They also 
failed to pass a vote of censure on the 
First Church in New York, or on Dr. 
Fosdick. Instead, the Assembly sent 
a courteous message instructing New 
York Presbytery to inquire of Dr. Fos- 
dick whether it might be his pleasure to 
enter into the Presbyterian communion. 
This, in good conscience, he could not 
do, and so left the First Church pulpit. 
Thus, the Presbyterian Church lost one 
of the great preachers of our time. Grant- 
ed that his status would have been un- 
precedented and _ extraordinary. The 
preacher was extraordinary! 

In 1925, the “heretical modernists” 
voted en masse and enthusiastically for 
Charles R. Erdman, an avowed Funda- 
mentalist, and he became the new Mod- 
erator. Irenic, fair and lovable, he won 
all hearts. When more trouble developed 
from New York Presbytery, and tensions 
flared, he rose to statesmanship. Taking 
the floor, he proposed a commission of 
fifteen to study the whole problem. The 
chairman was Henry C. Swearingen of 
St. Paul, a man with the brains of a great 
lawyer and the heart of a great Chris- 
tian. Two years later, Robert E. Speer 
was made Moderator and accorded a 
standing ovation. Dr. Swearingen made 
a final report for the commission. It did 
not go the length of the Auburn Affirma- 
tion, but it did allow that there might be 
variations in the interpretation of basic 
truths. The extent of these variations 
was to be determined in individual cases 
by the church court. 

Dr. Loetscher in his able book on The 
Broadening Churcht holds that this was 
not asseiting a new liberty but going back 
to the liberty which our wise forefathers 
had envisaged. 


Creature of the Presbyteries 


On the point of constitutional law, the 
commission confirmed the Auburn Af- 
firmation. It held that the General As- 
sembly was the creature of the presby- 
teries, and that its powers were delegated 
and limited. The powers of the presby- 
tery are inherent and permanent. No 
General Assembly could assert a dog- 
matic definition of creedal doctrine to be 
“necessary and essential.” Without the 
vote of the presbyteries, this would be 
nothing more than the opinion of one 
General Assembly. The commission con- 
ceded, however, the right of the Assembly 
to judge questions of orthodoxy in specific 
cases when sitting as a court of last 
appeal. This report was adopted. The 
Assembly sang “Blest Be the Tie That 
Binds.” 

From that time on, the tides of con- 
troversy began slowly to run out. Dr. 


tUniversity of 
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Machen and a few of his followers or- 
ganized an independent church, which ip 
turn was “bifurcated’’ into two denom- 
inations. Fine men like Dr. Macartney 
mellowed and softened with the years, © 
The Scopes Case 

As for Mr. Bryan, after the Assembly 
of 1925, came the celebrated Scopes case. 
A young teacher in Tennessee deliberately 
violated the law against teaching evolu- 
tion, in order to create a test case. Mr. 
Bryan was summoned to help the prose- 
cution. The defense, among other able 
lawyers, employed the famous agnostic 
scoffer, Clarence Darrow. Technically, 
the prosecution won its case, but the 
brilliant Darrow succeeded in making 
Mr. Bryan look foolish in some of his 
opinions about the Bible. It may have 
been the terrific heat, the excitement and 
strain, and perhaps a little humiliation 
at the ridicule which Darrow had heaped 
upon him. At any rate, five days after 
the trial Bryan became suddenly ill, and, 
after a few hours, the great warm heart 
ceased to beat. The veteran warrior had 
passed to where “beyond these voices 
there is peace.” 

Of several brief encounters I had with 
him during those two troubled years, I 
shall recall only one. It was at the close 
of the 1925 Assembly. The commission- 
ers had departed, the great hall was 
empty, and only three or four of us 
remained on the platform, for we were 
members of the General Council, a sort 
of executive board of the Assembly. As 
we adjourned, sine die, Mr. Bryan put 
his hand on my knee and said, ‘‘Wishart, 
will you pray.” So we prayed together. 
, After thirty years, I like to think about 
that. 





(Please announce in your church) 


OUTLOOK FRIENDS 


are authorized to announce our 
special money-saving offer good during 
December on all NEW (not renewed) 
subscriptions: $2.50 for one year (this 
introductory rate is one-half the $5 re- 
newal rate). 

Since we decline to give even tacit 
encouragement to church groups in mon- 
ey-making schemes,* we offer the lowest 
possible rate during this period direct 
to the subscriber, including gifts for 
Christmas—again, new, not renewals. 

Every church should name an alert 
Literature Chairman to direct Church 
Paper Week in all organizations. Write 
The Outlook for the latest helps. (In 
the U.S. Church, Dec. 4-11 is Church 
Paper Week, but the reduced subscrip- 
tion rate is good through Dec. 31.) 





*The General Assembly has unanimously 
reiterated its opposition to money-making 
efforts, in line with our editorial: “101 Ways 
vs. One Way” (copy free for stamped self- 
addressed envelope). We no longer offer 
church groups any commission on subscrip- 
tions. The savings now go to the new sub- 
scriber. 
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Letters to the Editors 


Misunderstanding Behind Tillich Criticism 





Bultmann’s “Supernatural” 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


I was shocked at Nels Ferré’s direct 
attack on Paul Tillich and indirect attack 
on Rudolph Bultmann (as reported in 
THE OUTLOOK, Nov. 7), especially since 
Ferré’s statement seems to imply a 
rather significant misunderstanding of 
what both Tillich and Bultmann are 
attempting to say. 


If I may comment on only one aspect 
of Ferré’s article, his argument is that 
“Both believe that supernatural Chris- 
tianity is superstition that must be done 
away with if true faith is to be found.” 
This is a failure to comprehend what 
Bultmann, especially, means by “super- 
natural.” 


“Supernatural,” as the concept is criti- 
cized by Bultmann, refers to the first- 
century world-view in which the gospel 
is set; ie., a three-story universe (with 
angels and devils). Bultmann’s demy- 
thologization is an attempt to separate 
the essence of the gospel from this world- 
view, with the assumption that the gospel 
is not communicated at its deepest to us, 
since our twentieth-century world-view is, 
obviously, so radically different. 

If Mr. Ferré’ believes, with the writers 
of Scripture, that the world is flat, then 
I understand his criticism. If he does not, 
then he ought to be grateful indeed to the 
scholars who are trying to rescue the 
heart of the gospel from that “super- 
natural’ context so that it can become 
more comprehensible and meaningful to 
people in our time. 

At any rate, Ferré’s melodramatic 
“Choose we must!” is merely a mock call 
to a straw battle. 

RIcHARD A. NEWMAN. 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
Syracuse, N. Y. 


Ferré “Unfair, Uninformed” 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


As a journeyman preacher I have great 
respect for Nels F. S. Ferré. Although I 
have not always understood him, some 
of his writings have made positive con- 
tributions to my ministry. Yet Dr. Ferré’s 
criticism of Paul Tillich and Dr. Tillich’s 
new book, The New Being, in the latest 
issue of Interpretation is both unfair and 
uninformed (OvuTLooK, Nov. 7). He is 
unfair when he makes the sweeping 
claim that “there is no more dangerous 
theological leader alive than Dr. Tillich.” 
Dr. Ferré charges Dr. Tillich with de- 
stroying supernatural Christianity and 
denying “that God lives literally, that 
personal providence and answer to prayer 
are not fanciful, that life after death alone 
can make real and right the Christian 
claim.” 


Recovery of Original 

Therefore, his criticism is uninformed 
because Dr. Tillich’s book really tries to 
recover some of the original content of 
Christianity which modern churches have 
overlooked or obscured. In his chapter 
en the “New Being” Dr. Tillich writes 
vigorously about Christianity as not just 
another religion among religions of the 
world (a refreshing change for us who 
have suffered through courses in com- 
parative religion). Something new has 
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happened, Dr. Tillich says, which cuts 
across all religion and culture and which 
is called the new creation “manifest in 
Jesus who is called the Christ.” Dr. 
Tillich makes a good case for Pauline 
Christianity (the most primitive certain- 
ly). The new being is not Dr. Tillich’s 
creation. It is St. Paul’s. “If anyone is 
in union with Christ he is a new being; 
the old state of things is passed away; 
there is a new state of things.” 

What is this new being? It is “not 
something that simply takes the place of 
the old being. But it is a renewal of the 
old which has been corrupted, distorted, 
split, and almost destroyed. But not 
wholly destroyed. Salvation does not 
destroy creation; but it transforms the 
old creation into a new one.” 


In Simon’s House 


Dr. Tillich finds the new being amply 
illustrated in the gospels. It is illustrated 
by the incident in the home of Simon the 
Pharisee where a sinful woman broke 
into a dinner party at which Jesus was 
the honored guest and bathed the Master’s 
feet. Forgiveness and ecstatic gratitude 
are the marks of the new being and this 
woman has been grasped by it. She has 
been overwhelmed by the newness of her 
life for which she believed Jesus responsi- 
ble. She has found herself acceptable even 
though she was unacceptable in the eyes 
of the world and in her own eyes. This 
is what justification by faith means. God 
calls men righteous even though by the 
standards of the world they are not. The 
woman believed it had happened to her. 
She was accepted ultimately, and also 
began accepting herself. “This woman 
... could never have overcome her disgust 
at her own being without finding this 
power working through Jesus, who told 
her with authority, ‘You are forgiven.’” 
And she who were better forgotten for 
her sinfulness is well remembered for her 
grace. 

Dr. Tillich writes feelingly about what 
he happily calls “holy waste.” Here is as 
fine a piece of sermonic suggestions as I 
have read. Here, as elsewhere in his book, 
he uses a Biblical text in a sound ex- 
position of gospel truth: the woman who 
broke open an expensive jar of ointment 
and poured the contents over Jesus’ head. 
She represents the ecstatic element in our 
relation to God. The disciples represent 
the reasonable element. They objected 
because she wasted what might have been 
sold and given to the poor. They gave a 
good argument—her act was irrational. 


“Uncalculated Love” 


But Jesus differed with them. To him 
her act was one of complete and uncon- 
ditional surrender to the love of God. 
It was an act of unmeasured generosity; 
she was lifted clear out of herself by her 
devotion. It was also a celebration of 
uncalculated love. Says Dr. Tillich, with 
rare insight, “The history of mankind is 
the history of men and women who wasted 
themselves and were not afraid to do so.” 
He concludes with a powerful affirmation 
that violates none of traditional Christian 
faith: 

“The Cross does not disavow purposeful 
act, the reasonable service. It is the 
fulfillment of all wisdom within the plan 
of salvation. In the self-surrendering love 
of the Cross, reason and ecstasy, moral 


obedience and sacred waste are united. 
May we have the abundance of heart to 
waste ourselves as our reasonable service.” 

Dr. Ferré must have found some inkling 
of traditional Christian faith in the chap- 
ter called “Is There Any Word from the 
Lord?” Dr. Tillich writes, “Man is never 
without a manifestation of that which is 
ultimately serious and infinitely meaning- 
ful. He is never without a word from the 
Lord.”’ Moreover, Dr. Tillich does not 
content himself with speaking about a 
word, but concentrates upon the word 


of God. This, I believe, is Johannine, 
Pauline, ancient Early Church Chris- 
tianity. 


RICHARD W. FIRTH. 
Valley Presbyterian Church, 
Syracuse, N. Y. 
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EDITORIAL 


No Shotgun for Captives 


The well-intended Sunday afternoon 
or weekday services outside the bars of 
city or county jails received a mortal blow 
at the hands of a Seattle judge the other 
day. 





What happened was that a prisoner 
filed suit to require 19 religious organiza- 
tions to conduct their services in the jail 
chapel instead of in the corridors and 
“tanks” of the jail and the judge sus- 
tained him. Although services for “cap- 
tive’ audiences have been conducted there 
for 35 years, they will henceforth be 
conducted either in the chapel or in emp- 
ty cell blocks, with attendance entirely 
voluntary. 

This is felt to be a crushing blow to 
people of good intentions who have been 
doing this kind of earnest work for a 
long time, but it will not be so in the 
long run. Indeed, it may be the best 
thing that ever happened to such services. 
While it may be that an occasional man 
or woman has been “touched”’ in a cap- 
tive audience, it will be far better to have 
voluntary worshippers in these services, 
which are hard encugh at best, and to 
seek the sounder method of friendly and 
personal approaches to those who seem 
unresponsive. After all, the captive au- 
dience is subjected to a shotgun method 
which never could hope to accomplish 
what indiviual concern can do. More- 
over, the best counseling will include 
the aid of specialists in several fields 
who may be able to help the prisoner at 
the source of his deepest problems. 

That such help is rarely available 
should encourage a continuing study of 
what our society is really doing to and 
for those who break our codes. 

Glenn Smith, 23, was arrested in Fair- 
mont, Minn., the other day. He said he 
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had broken into 3,000 churches since he 
was released from a federal reformatory 
18 months ago. His trouble was blamed 
on “church people” who refused to give 
him a job after they learned he had been 
in jail. 

Church burglaries are easy, he said. 
It is estimated that he had stolen about 
$25,000 in 18 months, including $10,000 
from Minnesota churches in 27 towns. 


GUEST EDITORS 





Smith expressed no regrets. He de- 
scribed his unhappy childhood, nine years 
in an orphanage after his parents sep- 
arated, and his failure to find work. 

Not much sympathy will be was wasted 
on such an attitude, but the incident 
suggests that we have a more demanding 
and a more personal obligation than mere- 
ly to hold services in the corridors of the 
local jail. 


@ A brave editor, recently sustained by the Supreme Court 
of Mississippi, is Hazel Brannon Smith of the Durant News: 


You Can't Fool God 


The eyes of the world are once again 
focused on Holmes county—and on Du- 
rant especially. 

For it is here on Sunday that members 
of the congregation of the Durant Presby- 
terian Church will vote on requesting the 
Central Mississippi Presbytery to dissolve 
the pastoral relationship between that 
church and its pastor, the Rev. Marsh M. 
Callaway. 

Mr. Callaway’s offense, as stated thus 
far, is that he got involved in “politics” 
by attending a countrywide mass meeting 
of citizens held in Tchula in September 
—where he spoke out in defense of a 
friend whom he has known for many 
years—and where he protested the treat- 
ment the friend was getting as being un- 
Christian and un-American. 

None of the elders who want the preach- 
er to leave attended the mass meeting— 
so it is very difficult to see how they could 
condemn a man on hearsay evidence. 

It does make it easier to understand 
when we are told that “outside” pressure 
or influence was brought into the situa- 
tion. 

To be perfectly honest, we do not be- 
lieve the gentlemen who are elders in the 
Durant Church would have ever called a 
meeting of the Session had there not been 
influence outside the community brought 
to bear upon them. 

But the deed has been done—and it is 
extremely unfortunate for everyone in- 
terested in the welfare of the church or 
this community. 





It has caused great mental anguish and 
suffering to many people—and it has done 
the church almost irreparable damage. 





The only way the situation can be re- 
solved to repair the damage done is for 
the pastor and the church to get together 
in a mutual spirit of Christian witnessing 
—both forgive and forget. If this could 
be done every person involved would be- 
come a better and bigger person for hav- 
ing done so. 

Ordinarily a schism in a church would 


be strictly a church affair and would not 
receive any comment or publicity from 
this paper. But the tragic circumstances 
here have come about through meddling 
of outsiders in the affairs of the church 
at Durant. Everyone in the community 
has a stake in it—and the eyes of the 
world are watching to see what we do. 

As one who attended the mass meeting 
at Tchula and observed what took place 
there—we can say that Mr. Callaway con- 
ducted himself with dignity and honor 
as befitting a brave man. It took courage 
to stand on his feet and stand for what he 
believed to be right. 





He only exercised his right as a free- 
borm American citizen to hold and express 
an opinion. 

The people of his church should not 
condemn him—they should praise him. 

Today we have too few people who will 
stand steadfastly for truth and justice 
when they are being abused. 

Most of us are like the people in the 
crowd when they crucified Jesus—we just 
don’t have the guts to speak out. 

The crying need of our times 1s for 
men who will witness for Christ—in 
everything they do, everywhere they go, 
men who will live and practice Chris- 
tianity, not just preach it. 

We need men who will stand firm 
though the gates of hell may prevail 
against them—men who will not only 
stand up at all times for truth and jus- 
tice—but will cry out against evil. 

As the men and women of the Durant 
Presbyterian Church attend their congre- 
gational meeting Sunday we hope they 
will be much in prayer.* 

We can fool man—but the man has not 
yet been burn who can fool God. 


*The congregation voted to ask Mr. 
Callaway to leave. 





Mrs. Smith’s editorial work was fea- 


tured in Time magazine Nov. 21, page 
7a. 
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No 3 ina series on the Christian Doctrine of Rewards 


(2) LIVING IN HUMILITY 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


TALE that is told of many saints, 
A may have been told first about Au- 
gustine of Hippo. Some one asked him 
what was the first, the most important 
Christian virtue. Humility, he said. And 
what was the second? Humility, he said 
again. And is there a third? Yes 
humility! 

Whoever first said this was only exag- 
gerating something he got from the New 
Testament. Blessed are the meek, Jesus 
said. 

The word “meek” unfortunately does 
not mean to us today what the corre- 
sponding Greek word meant to the writer 
and the readers of Matthew. In modern 
translations other words are often used. 
E. V. Rieu translates it “gentle’’; Good- 
speed and Phillips, “humbled-minded” ; 
Moffatt simply “humble.” Luccock in 
the Interpreters Bible says that “meek” 
is the opposite, both in word and act, 
of “aggressive.” It is one of the ways 
in which love works out in life. Paul’s 
description of love includes some marks 
of meekness in the New Testament sense: 
“Love knows no jealousy, makes no 
parade, gives itself no airs, is never rude, 
never selfish, never irritated, never re- 
sentful’” (I Cor. 13:4, 5, Moffatt). 


T CANNOT be repeated too often: 

No Christian doctrine can be appre- 
ciated except from within the atmosphere 
of Christian faith. Since Christian faith 
is not complete apart from humility, we 
must understand humility, we must be 
humble, before we can think clearly about 
our problem of rewards. 

“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self’? means, to be sure, that one is ex- 
pected to have an eye to one’s own welfare. 
But there is a line from a hymn which 
belongs here: ‘Love thyself last.” 

In chess there are two ways of losing 
a man. One is when you can’t help it 
and are getting beaten. The other way 
is called a gambit, and consists in de- 
liberately losing a piece or a pawn in 
order to be in a better position to beat 
your opponent. Many, indeed most people, 
play the game of life that way. If ever 
they seek the advantage of others, it is 
only a gambit by means of which to im- 
prove their own position. If you love 
yourself first, you are not likely to love 
others at all. If you love yourself last, 
there is seldom any danger that you will 
forget yourself entirely. 

Humility does away with jealousy and 
envy. “In humility count others better 
than yourselves” (Phil. 2:3). The main 
reason why we envy another person any- 
thing——a trait of character or a million 
dollars—is that we feel he has something 
that by rights should have been ours. 
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And why? Because we unconsciously 
or consciously assume that we are on a 
higher level and so “rate” more. A proud 
man is forever envious; a humble man 
never. (In practice, of course, pure and 
lifelong humility is seldom to be found. 
But so far as a man is free from pride, 
so far he is free of envy.) We spoke last 
week of satisfaction in the well-being of 
others, all others. How is this possible 
except for the sincerely humble? Again 
humility and love unite. 

Of course this means absence of self- 
conceit. But a word should be said on 
the other side, for it is possible to go to 
the wrong extreme either way. Paul 
warns us not to think more highly of 
ourselves than we ought to think. It is 
also a mistake to think of oneself as worth 
nothing at all. Some of the Bible’s 
sharpest words are for those who think 
less of themselves than they ought to 
think. Whether it is Moses trying to 
get out of God’s career for him, on the 
ground that he just couldn’t do it; or 
Elijah running away from his duty be- 
cause he thought he was the only man 
of faith left alive; or the man in Jesus’ 
parable who because he couldn’t do much 
wouldn’t try anything—the Bible no- 
where praises the man who under-rates 
himself. Humility is a long way from 
false modesty. But it is still farther from 
conceit and from selfish aggression. A 
humble man may be at the bottom of the 
ladder or at the top; but if he is at the 
bottom he does not cringe, and if he is 
at the top he does not swagger. 

So the humble mind will be a happy 
mind. It is not fretted and fouled by 
contempt or scorn of others. The humble- 
minded will be grateful for all the good 
that life may bring. They will be free 
from anxiety, so far as anxiety is rooted 
in pride, o rin fear that what one deserves 
one cannot get. Thomas Carlyle used to 
say that life is like a fraction: the numer- 
ator stands for what is possessed, the 
denominator for what is desired. If the 
numerator is great and the denominator 
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small, the value of the fraction is great, 
and the result is happiness. If the numer- 
ator is small and the denominator large, 
the value is small and the happiness 
small too. But even One, Carlyle pointed 
out, divided by Zero, equals Infinity. 


OW does one acquire humility, this 

key of happiness? It is not for sale, 
it cannot be earned nor inherited. It is 
not to be had by saying, “I am determined 
to be humble if it kills me.” No; the 
source of real Christian humility is a 
keen sense of God and of his grace. In 
the presence of the Most High, the closed- 
up soul will still be standing on its 
rights, making its demands. But the 
open souls will say, We are but unprof- 
itable servants. 

There is a certain monastery which 
bears on nearly every wall some reminder 
to the monks that humility is the first 
Christian virtue. Yet a leaflet put out 
by the same monastery asks what the 
monks are doing there, and answers in 
one word: Merit. But humility and 
the push for Merit are incompatible. 
The person who expects a big reward for 
his humility has not actually been 
humble; he has only been paying (he 
thinks) in a peculiar coin for the grace 
of God. But humility is not a coin with 
which to pay off God. It is not a ticket 
into the presence of God. It is what 
happens to a man who has glimpsed the 
greatness and the goodness of God, and 
knows what it is to be his child. 

The rewards of the humble are real; 
but they are not for those who are humble 
for reward. 
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QUESTIONNAIRE 
Religious Freedom 


The questionnaire being used by the 
Hennings committee of Congress (Ourt- 
LOOK, Nov. 7, p. 8) studying the status 
of “The Religion Clause of the First 
Amendment”’* contains the following 
questions: 

1. Personal Identification, including 
education, occupation, group or organi- 
zation represented, published writings on 
the subject. 

2. (a) Do you regard the phrase “make 
no law respecting an establishment of 
religion” as a prohibition against any 
direct or indirect government aid to 
churches or religious sects? Yes No 

2. (b) Or do you regard the language 
as banning preferential treatment of any 
particular church or religious sect while 
permitting government aid to religion gen- 
erally or to the various churches and 
sects on a non-discriminatory basis? Yes 
No 

3. Do you believe the free exercise of 
religion protects atheists in propagating 
a disbelief in religion? Yes No 

4. Do you consider that the U. S. Su- 
preme Court is correct in interpreting the 
religion clause in conjunction with the 
Fourteenth Amendment as constituting 
a prohibition against acts by state and 
local governments as well as against acts 
by the Federal Government? Yes No 

5. Have you observed any significant 
instances in recent years of a denial of 
the rights expressed in the religion 
clause? Yes No 

If your answer is Yes, kindly enumer- 
ate the instances... . 

6. (a) If your answer to Question 5 
is Yes, do you consider such instances as 
you cite as rcutine problems in the course 
of life in a democracy which can be 
handled satisfactorily by the courts? Yes 
No 

6. (b) Or do you consider them as evi- 
dence of a tendency to permit erosion of 
the rights expressed in the religion 
clause? Yes No 

7. If you have checked 6 (b), do you 
think the tendency could be corrected 
or eliminated by some Congressional ac- 
tion? Yes No 

If your answer is Yes, please indi- 
cate as specifically as you can the nature 
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of the Congressional action you have in 
mind.... 

8. Speaking generally and considering 
the deep emotional nature of religious 
beliefs, do you feel that the present state 
of affairs in the United States with respect 
to the rights expressed in the religion 
clause is: 


Excellent Good Fair Poor 


World Missions 


Reported by the Board of World Mis- 
sions (Nashville) from its last meeting 
were the following: 

Five new missionaries were appointed 
(see page 16); 

Although the Formosan church had re- 
quested that Presbyterian, U. S., (and 
other) missionaries become a part of the 
national church, with membership in 
those presbyteries, the Presbyterian, U.S., 
missionaries favored staying out of the 
church but working in close cooperation. 
A plan of independent cooperation (the 
“Campinas Plan” followed in Brazil and 
Mexico) was offered but the Formosan 
church still urged full membership in the 
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national church, but expressed willing- 
ness to welcome the U. S. Church’s mis- 
sionaries “under a less closely binding 
agreement that would leave them under 
the direct control of their Nashville 
board.” 

Board representatives will confer with 
Canadian Presbyterian officials in De- 
cember and a decision with regard to 
policy in Formosa will be made at the 
January meeting. 

An evaluation of last summer’s World 
Mission Conference at Montreat occupied 
the Board’s attention with the result that 
the staff of the education division was 
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commended for the high quality of the 
conference and for the rapid increase in 
attendance (tripled in five years). 

The Board will underwrite expenses 
for the 1956 youth caravan to Mexico. 
One representative is to be named from 
each synod and Snedecor region, with 
synods or individuals paying $150 each, 
the Board paying the rest, including ex- 
penses of a director. The USA church is 
also invited to participate. 
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PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR 


And Related Events 











NOTE—LU. S. refers to the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. (Southern); USA, to the 
Presbyterian Church, USA; and NCC to 
the National Council of Churches. 

DECEMBER 

Dec. 4-7, General Assembly, Division of 
Foreign Mission, NCC, Dayton, Ohio. 

Dec. 4-10, Church Paper Week (U. S.). 

Dec. 6, Joint Dept. of Evangelism, NCC, 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Dec. 10, United Nations Human Rights 
Day. 

Dec. 11, Universal Bible Sunday. 

Dec. 11-14, General Assembly, Division of 
Home Missions, NCC, Buck Hill Falls, 
ra. 

Dec. 13, Friends of the World Council of 
Churches, NYC. 

Dec. 13, Executive Committee, U. S. Conf. 
of the World Council of Churches, NYC. 

Dec. 15, Bill of Rights Day. 

Dec. 18, Joy Gift for Ministerial Relief 
(U.S.). 

Dec. 25, Christian Student Sunday, Life 
Dedication (U.S.). 


Dec. 27-29, American Guild of Organists, 
Philadelphia. 


Dec. 27-Jan. 1, 17th Quadrennial Meeting, 
Student Volunteer Movement, Athens, 
Ohio. 


Dec. 28-29, Amer. Assn. of Schools of Re- 
ligious Education, Cincinnati. 
JANUARY 
Jan. 1, Celtic Cross Fellowship Sunday 


(USA); Student Homecoming Sunday 
(USA). 
Jan. 1-31, 
«U. 8.). 
Jan. 1-8, Universal Week of Prayer. 
Jan. 8, Stillman College Sunday (U. S.). 
Jan. 8, Seminary Sunday (USA). 
Jan. 15-21, Church and Economic Life 
Week (NCC). 
Jan. 22, Evangelism Sunday (USA). 
Jan. 18-25, Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity (World Council). 
Jan. 29, Westminster Fellowship Day 
(USA); Assembly’s Youth Sunday (U.S.). 


* * * 


IN SAN SALVADOR, a motorist who 

injures a person in an accident in 
which the driver is at fault must stay 
in jail until his victim recovers. 
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JESUS, MAN OF PRAYER 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for December 18, 1955 
Luke 3:21-22; 4:42; 5:16; 6:12; 9:18,28-29; 10:21-22; 11:1-13 


So far as I can recall, this is the first 
Sunday School lesson to be devoted to 
Jesus as a man of prayer. Yet, as Luke, 
above all other Gospel writers, makes 
abundantly clear, Jesus depended on 
prayer and resorted to prolonged periods 
of prayer in the great crises of his life. In- 
stances of his prayers are presented in our 
present lesson. 


|. At His Baptism, 3:21-22 

Luke alone informs us that “Jesus had 
been baptised and was praying,’ when 
“the heaven was opened and the Holy 
Spirit descended upon him.”’ This great 
spiritual experience came not as an im- 
mediate consequence of the rite of bap- 
tism, but as a consequence of the prayer 
which followed the rite. That is a sig- 
nificant fact. Roman Catholics believe 
that the value of the sacrament depends 
upon the proper performance of the rite 
rather than upon the spiritual attitude of 
the recipient. According to their belief, 
an infant who dies unbaptised is eternally 
lost; an infant who dies after baptism, 
goes immediately to heaven. Jesus never 
made a spiritual blessing depend upon a 
mechanical act. “If you then, who are 
evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children,” he asked, ‘chow much more will 
the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit 
to those who ask him?” (Lk. 11:13) 

Jesus sought baptism at the hands of 
John because he wanted to endorse John’s 
call to the nation to repent—i.e., turn 
from the world unto God. As he came 
up from the water he prayed. We are not 
told what he prayed for—it might have 
been for guidance, or strength, or for the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit, of which bap- 
tism in water is only a symbol. Or per- 
haps it was simply a prayer of consecra- 
tion, when he accepted anew God’s will 
for his life. And even as he prayed, “‘the 
heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon him in bodily form as a 
dove, and a voice came from heaven, 
‘Thou art my beloved Son; with thee I 
am well pleased.’ ” 

Two conclusions may be drawn from 
Jesus’ experience here. First, that no 
church and no rite and no form is neces- 
sary for the reception of the Spirit; sec- 
ond, the value of every rite and every form 
depends upon the spiritual attitude of the 
worshipper. Baptism, the Lord’s Sup- 
per, and all other devotional acts are 
meaningless and without spiritual value 
unless they are accompanied by prayer 
implicit or expressed. On the other hand 
we have Christ’s own promise that if we 
ask, the Holy Spirit shall be given us. 
The sacraments, therefore, are merely 
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symbolic presentations of the Word to 
which we must respond in faith and de- 
votion. 


Il. Sought by the Multitude, 4:42 
We all pray in times of danger and 
stress; Jesus prayed also in days of pop- 
ularity and success—it may be because of 
his popularity and success. It was at the 
beginning of his Galilean ministry, in 
Capernaum. Jesus had gone into the 
synagogue on the Sabbath day. ‘The 
people were astonished at his teaching, 
and even more astonished when a de- 
moniac was healed at his simple word 
of command. That evening “all those 
who had any that were sick . . . brought 
them to him, and he laid his hands on 
every one of them and healed them... . 
And when it was day (Mark says “in the 
morning, a great while before day,” 1:35) 
he departed and went into a lonely place.” 
Luke implies, and Mark tells us im- 
plicitly, that he went out to pray. 

Why did he pray and for what? We 
are not told. It may be that he was 
seeking guidance. In the light of the 
people’s need and his proven power as 
a healer should he yield to the popular 
demand that he devote himself to a min- 
istry of healing, or should he, on the 
other hand, give priority to his preach- 
ing mission? This would seem to be a 
part of the explanation, for Luke pro- 
ceeds to tell us that “the people sought 
him and came to him, and would have 
kept him from leaving them; but he said 
to them, “I must preach the good news 
of the kingdom of God to the other cities 
also; for I was sent for this purpose” 
(4:42-43). 

But no doubt there were other reasons 
as well. As Halford E. Luccock says: 

“In the three scenes just preceding (vss. 
21-32) we watch the expenditure of power. 
Here in the lonely place we behold the 
secret of power. Behind the public min- 
istry, when the whole city was gathered 
at his door, was the private solitude of the 
place of prayer. Here was the hidden 
spring of the authority and power which 
struck men with astonishment. With 
Jesus, it was not time-out for prayer. It 
was time-in to him for the re-creation of 
life, for fresh adjustment to the will of 
his Father, for replenishment with the life 
and power of God.” (Interpreter’s Bible, 
Vol. 7, pp. 664-5). 

If we are to find the guidance and 
strength we need for life at its best we 
too need some time and place where we 
can be alone with God. 


lll. Amidst Growing Popularity, 5:16 
During the first preaching mission, on 
which Jesus embarked as indicated above, 


he healed a leper. As a consequence, 
“the report went abroad concerning him 
so much the more; and great multitudes 
gathered to hear and to be healed of 
their infirmities. But he withdrew to the 
wilderness and prayed” (5:15-16). The 
Greek tenses suggested that he prayed 
and kept on praying. 

We need to pray in times of success 
even more it may be than in times of 
failure, for subtle temptations come with 
success, the temptation to pride and self 
sufficiency. Jesus did not need to pray 
on this account. For what then did he 
pray? For a replenishment, it may be, 
of the power which preaching and heal- 
ing always exacted from him (see 8:46), 
or for a fuller understanding of the will 
of God, in view of the people’s great 
need, or it may be for the people them- 
selves, that they might seek healing of the 
soul as well as healing of the body. We 
read later that Jesus prayed for his dis- 
ciples, not only for those who were pres- 
ent, but also for those who would come 
after them (Luke 22:31-32; John 
17:20f). It is helpful to know that his 
intercessions continue—for us. As the 
writer to the Hebrews reminds us: ‘He 
is able for all time to save those who 
draw near to God through him, since he 
always lives to make intercession for 
them.” “Able to save those who draw 
near to God through him.” Even the in- 
tercession of Jesus does not compel men 
to receive the grace of God which is 
available to them. 


IV. Facing a Critical Choice, 6:12 

“In those days,” we read, “he went out 
into the hills to pray; and all night he 
continued in prayer to God. And when 
it was day, he called his disciples and 
chose from them twelve, whom he named 
apostles.” It is clear that the all-night 
vigil was connected with the choice of 
these twelve men, on whom the future of 
the church was to depend. But the fact 
that he spent a whole night in prayer 
does not mean that he was talking to 
God, either silently or audibly, during the 
whole of this time. Walter Russell Bowie 
is probably right when he suggests that 
“he was revealing what prayer at its most 
intense can be: an undistracted listen- 
ing to God.” Certainly in every true 
prayer we should be ready to listen as 
well as to speak. 

What was it that he sought in this in- 
stance? Dr. Bowie thinks that it was 
“illumination for the choice he was pres- 
ently to make. That next day he would 
select the men who were to be most in- 
timately with him as his disciples. He 
wished to make that choice in the light 
of a heavenly purpose, and to invoke 
God’s grace for these men who should be 
with him” (Jnterpreter’s Bible, VIII, 
114). We can be sure that the invoca- 
tion of God’s grace upon the men chosen 
was an essential element in his prayer. 
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We have a sample of his praying for his 
disciples in John 17:6. 

We too have important choices to make. 
Some of them may seem trivial, and yet 
they determine what sort of influence we 
shall exert, what kind of service we shall 
render; there are other choices which set 
the course of our lives. We too choose 
associates, or elect representatives, or in- 
vite men to accept positions of responsi- 
bility. We should not make any impor- 
tant choice without seeking divine guid- 
ance; we should not begin any important 
undertaking without invoking the divine 
blessing. 

One of the men chosen by Christ in the 
light of his communion with the Father 
was Judas, the man who finally betrayed 
him. Does this indicate that in his case 
Jesus’ prayer was not answered? “To 
this question the reply is that though 
God’s grace is fully given, there is in 
every man the awful freedom to refuse 
it. There was available to Judas the 
same inspiration that made the other dis- 
ciples great. That was the answer to his 
Master’s prayer. But the inspiration 
which God offers is never compulsory. 
It is the privilege and the peril of every 
man that he can determine whether he 
will let the flame of the spirit burn in him 
or whether he will blow it out.” (ibid) 


V. In a Time of Crisis, 9:18,28 

Jesus had been praying alone, his dis- 
ciples, however were nearby. Apparently 
he came straight from his prayers and 
asked them, first, who do the people say 
that I am, and then, “But who do you 
say that I am?” This was the all-im- 
portant question, for which his whole 
association with them up to this time had 
prepared the way. If they shared the 
popular opinion, that he was only a 
prophet, possibly the reincarnation of 
one of the great prophetic figures of the 
past, then the future was not promising; 
if they had come to realize that he was 
the Christ, the promised Messiah, even 
though he did not play the role that the 
Messiah was expected to play, then the 
future was bright. It is not surprising 
that Jesus asked his question after a 
prolonged season of prayer. The prayer 
here, we can be sure, was for the Twelve 
—that their eyes might be opened, that 
they might be given true spiritual under- 
standing, that they see beyond the loaves 
and fishes, that they might recognize that 
he was indeed the Son of God, that God 
himself would bring the truth home to 
their hearts (see Matthew 16:17). 

We need to offer similar intercession 
for others—for our children as they come 
to years of discretion, for our friends and 
associates whose vision, it may be, has 
been obscured—and also for ourselves, 
as we read and study the Bible, as we 
attend the services of the church. ‘‘Ask,” 
said Jesus, “and you shall receive, seek 
and you shall find, knock and it shall be 
opened to you.” 
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In response to Jesus’ question, Peter 
confessed his faith in him as “The Christ 
of God.” Jesus then went on to inform 
them that “the Son of Man must suffer 
many things... and be killed.” When 
Peter remonstrated with him (Mark 
8:32), Jesus added, “If any man would 
come after me, let him deny himself and 
take up his cross daily and follow me.” 
“About eight days after these sayings,” 
we read, “he took with him Peter and 
John and James and went up on the 
mountain to pray.” As we saw in a 
previous lesson, the indication of time 
makes it clear that these two events have 
an inner connection. Jesus was evidently 
praying that his own cross might not 
prove a stumbling block to the disciples, 
and that they might be prepared when 
the time came to assume their own cross. 
It was while he was praying, Luke informs 
us, that “the appearance of his counte- 
nance was altered, and his raiment became 
dazzling white... and a voice came... 
saying, ‘This is my Son . . . listen to 
him.’ ” 

We studied the Transfiguration story 
only a short time ago; we merely recall 
here that it came as a result of his rapt 
communion with the Father. Christ’s 
experience is unique, ‘‘nevertheless, one 
can only reflect that it is in periods of 
prayer that we are most likely to witness, 
in whatever measure may be possible for 
us, the glory of God. . . . To have ‘moun- 
tain top experiences’ it is not enough to 
go up on a mountain; one must go up on 
a ‘mountain to pray.’ ” (John Knox in the 
Inter preter’s Bible) 


Vi. The Expression of Gratitude, 

10:21-22 

The time came when Jesus sent seventy 
of his disciples out, in pairs, to evange- 
lize the countryside. ‘The seventy re- 
turned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, even the 
demons are subject to us in your name’ ” 
(10:17). “In that same hour,” Luke 
continues, Jesus “rejoiced in the Holy 
Spirit and said, ‘I thank thee, Father.’ ” 
Luke has recorded a number of instances 
of Jesus’ prayers, but here is one of the 
few occasions when he gives us the sub- 
stance of his prayer. Significantly enough, 
it is a prayer of thanksgiving—that and 
nothing more. Or we might say, thanks- 
giving and adoration: ‘I thank thee, 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth.” One 
who makes a study of Paul’s prayers for 
the first time will be surprised at the 
emphasis which he places on thanksgiv- 
ing (See, for example, Col. 3:17, Phil. 
4:6). Jesus on one occasion expressed 
surprise that only one out of ten lepers he 
had cleansed returned to give praise unto 
God (Luke 17:11-19). If we think of 
our own prayers we will likely agree that 
we have neglected this important aspect 
of prayer. It may be the reason we have 
not found for ourselves the ‘‘peace of 
God, which passes all understanding.” 
(Read again Phil. 4:6-7.) 


On this occasion Jesus thanked God 
that the highest spiritual truth was avail- 
able to common folk, but hidden to the 
wise. If it had been the reverse, then 
it would be beyond the comprehension of 
the average man. But if it is open to the 
babes in understanding, then it is open 
to everyone, and hidden to the wise only 
if they allow the pride of intellect to 
come between them and God. The truth 
which he reveals, Jesus goes on to indi- 
cate, is unique: “All things have been 
delivered to me by my Father; and no 
one knows who the Son is except the 
Father, or who the Father is except the 
Son and any one to whom the Son chooses 
to reveal him.” In other words, God 
can be known, really known only through 
Christ—but that knowledge is open to 
anyone, learned or unlearned, who is 
willing to learn from him; Christ like- 
wise can be known only as one has come 


to know God. 


“Teach Us to Pray,” 11:1-4 


The form of the Lord’s Prayer, the 
prayer which Christ taught his disciples 
to pray, which we are accustomed to use 
comes from the Gospel according to Mat- 
thew. But it is Luke who tells us that 
Jesus gave his disciples this prayer in 
response to a request which grew out of 
their observance of his own prayer life. 
“He was praying in a certain place, and 
when he ceased, one of his disciples said 
to him, Lord, teach us to pray.” Jesus 
indicated in response that his disciples 
were to pray to God as their Father, that 
they were to pray that God’s “name,”’ that 
is, his character, might be held in rev- 
erence, that God’s reign might come, that 
God would give us the material necessi- 
ties of life, that God would forgive us as 
we forgive others, that God would not 
lead us into temptation or trial (the 
Greek word includes both). Surely he did 
not mean that this was all for which we 
should pray; but certainly he meant that 
these were the great ends which we should 
seek through prayer. He went on to sug- 
gest that we must be persistent in our 
prayers (11:5-13), not that God needs 
to be entreated, but because there are some 
things that God cannot give us until we 
have prepared our hearts to receive them 
through earnest and persistent prayer. 

We cannot follow these and other hints 
that Jesus gave his disciples and us re- 
garding prayer, but certainly none of us 
can think of what prayer meant to Jesus 
without thinking of how much more it 
might mean to us. The prayer which 
comes to our lips is the one the disciples 
brought to Jesus, “Lord, teach us to 
pray.” 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 


. 
We have very little confidence in any 


religious experience that does not end in 
expedition.—Lovuis H. Evans. 
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BOOK NOTES 


FOUNDATION OF AMERICAN FREE- 
DOM. By A. Mervyn Davies. Abingdon Press, 
New York and Nashville. 253 pp., $3.50. 

Modern democracy developed, and is 
today (outside of Scandinavian lands) 
firmly established only where the Cal- 
vinistic tradition became the dominant 
one. A. Mervyn Davies, a native-born 
Britisher, now on the staff of the St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch, a member of the 
American Historical Association, and the 
author of a number of important historical 
works traces the growth of the seed plant- 
ed by John Calvin in Geneva, in France, 
Holland, England and Scotland, until it 
reached its fruition in the American Con- 
stitution. 

Mr. Davies does not claim that Calvin 
and his descendants were free from fault 
or that they foresaw or intended the dem- 
ocratic product that finally emerged. Po- 
litical, intellectual and religion freedom, 
along with separation of church and state, 
emerged only gradually, through struggle. 
But the author does make it abundantly 
clear that religion, and particularly the 
Calvinistic phase of religion with its 
strong emphasis on the sovereignty of God 
over the total life of man, laid the foun- 
dation not only of American freedom, but 
also of our modern democratic institu- 
tions. He strenuously contends that de- 
mocracy will remain strong only as its 
fundamental religious convictions are 
preserved. 

Mr. Davies writes with the ease of a 
trained journalist, and with the breadth 
and understanding of a historian. His 
book will interest, instruct and stimulate 
any churchman, whether minister or lay- 
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light on the 
Great Reformer 
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, . LETTERS OF 
SPIRITUAL COUNSEL 


Ed. by Theodore G. Tappert 


These letters, which span the 
whole of Luther’s life, take 
him out of his academic chair 
and reveal intimate aspects of 
his reactions to the events, 
people, and problems of his 
time. 
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man; it is one any reader will wish to 
recommend enthusiastically to his neigh- 
bor. It should be purchased without fail 
for every church library, and for every 
public library as well. 


ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


How to Make Church School Equipment. 
Thelma Adair & Elizabeth McCort. West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia. $1.25, paper. 

The Pilgrim’s Progress—Picture Study. 
Adapted by Geoffrey Murray. Seabury 
Press, Greenwich, Conn. 75 cents, paper. 

Choral Readings from the Bible. Edited 
by Harry J. Heltman & Helen A. Brown. 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia. $1.00, 
paper. ‘ 

Christian Love in Everyday Living. Owen 
Hutchison. Westminster Press, Philadel- 
phia. $2.00. 

Sex in Christianity and Psychoanalysis. 
William Graham Cole. Oxford University 
Press, N. Y. $4.00. 

The Miracle of Light and Power. Burr 
W. Leyson. E. P. Dutton & Co., Inc.. N. Y. 
$3.50. 

The Journey of the Flame. Walter Nord- 
hoff. Houghton Mifflin Co.. Boston. $3.75. 

Your Rewarding Years. Mrs. Clarence 
H. Hamilton. Bobbs-Merrill Co., Inc., In- 
dianapolis, $2.75. 














Chosen But Not Divine 


DAUGHTER OF NAZARETH 


by Florence Marvyne Bauer 





By sharing the bitter and the 
lovely experiences of the 
mother-to-be of Jesus from 
the time she was promised to 
Joseph until the momentous 
climax months later, you will 
realize the problems faced by 
the mother of the Saviour of 
the world. 


Don’t fail to get your copy of 
this emotion-filled novel at 
your favorite bookstore, for 
the very low price of only 

$1.50 


BROADMAN PRESS 











The Chapel Hour. Thomas Coates. Con- 
cordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 
$2.00. 

Bulwark Never Failing. John R. Gunn. 
Richard R. Smith Publishers, Inc., West 
Ridge, New Hampshire. $2.50. 


JUVENILES 

Backcourt Rivals. Joseph Olgin. B. P. 
Dutton & Co., Inc., N. Y. $2.75. 

The Boy on the Road. Marguerite Vance. 
E. P. Dutton & Co., Ine., N. ¥. $2.25. 

Prudence Crandall, Woman of Courage. 
Elizabeth Yates. E. P. Dutton & Co., Inc., 
N. Y. $3.00. 

The Shining Bird. Wanda Neill Tolboom. 
E. P. Dutton & Co., Inc., N. Y. $2.25. 

Koala Bear Twins. Inez Hogan. E. P. 
Dutton & Co., Inc., N. ¥. $1.50. 

Benjamin Franklin, Printer and Patriot. 
Ruth Cromer Weir. Abingdon Press. Nash- 
ville. $1.50. 

The Wind Call. Rosalie Fry. E. P. Dut- 
ton & Co., Inc., N. Y. $2.50. 

Pidgy’s Surprise. Jeanne Mellin. E. P. 
Dutton & Co., Inc., N. Y. $2.50. 

Baseball. Mort Cornin. Sam’l Gabriel 
Sons & Co., N. Y. 25 cents, paper. 

Famous Pioneers. Samuel Cutler. Sam’l 
Gabriel Sons & Co., N. Y. 25 cents, paper. 

Mystery at Stony Cove. Jay Morris, 
Sam’l Gabriel Sons & Co., N. Y. 25 cents, 
paper. 

Diving for Sunken Treasure. Harry E. 
Rieseberg. Sam’'l Gabriel Sons & Co., N. 
Y. 25 cents, paper. 








THE CROSS 


AND 


THE EAGLE 


By Julius Berstl 






An intimate and colorful picture 
of Paul, champion of the Christian 
faith, and his fight against the 
Roman frame of mind typified by 
the Emperor Nero. By the author 
of The Tentmaker. $3.50 


HIGH 
IS THE WALL 


By Ruth Muirhead Berry 


An excellent novel based on one of 
the more recurring social prob- 
lems—an interfaith marriage 
between a Protestant girl strug- 
gling to fulfill her antenuptial 
promises and a Catholic boy who 
also finds more problems than he 
anticipated. An exceptionally fair 
and unbiased treatment of this 
difficult situation. $3.50 















UNIFORM LESSON 
COMMENTARY 


Edited by William M. Horn 


One of the finest Bible com- 
mentaries available, basedon 
the Revised Standard Version 
and theInternationalSunday 

hool Lessons. Illustrated 
with maps, charts, drawings. 
320 pages. $2.75 


at all bookstores 
~ 
MUHLENBERG oA ; 
PRESS «+ Philadelphia 
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Duke University Library 


Durham, Ne C. 


MIINIO TP OCORIAL 


MENTION 


CHANGES 


H. Richard Copeland, formerly of 
Brownsville, Texas, has taken up his new 
work as pastor of the Beacon Hill church, 
1101 W. Woodlawn, San Antonio 1, Texas. 

Fred E. Manning, Jr., Belle, W. Va., 
accepted a call to the South Ruffner 
church, Charleston, W. Va. 

Fred W. Christie is retiring as pastor 
of the Elk Hills church, Charleston, W. 
Va. 

David W. A. Taylor from Elkton, Va., to 
811 Highland Ave., Bristol, Va. 

A. L. Moran from Concord, N. C., to the 
Front Street church, Statesville, N. C. 

Harry A. Atkinson, New York will retire 
Dec. 31 as general secretary of the Church 
Peace Union. A Congregational Christian 
minister, he has worked with this agency 
for 40 years. 

MISSIONARIES 

Missionary appointments by the Pres- 
byterian, U. S., Board of World Missions 
include: 

ForMosA: Ruth D. See, editor of Chris- 
tian education youth materials, for one 
year. Dr. See will go in September, 1956, 
to direct the Friendship Center in Taiwan 
during the furlough of Miss Margaret 
Sells. 

EAst BRAZIL: 
Lehman, Dalton, Ga. 

Fretp to Be Decrpep: Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank T. Lemmon, Jr., Prince George, Va. 

JAPAN: Mr. and Mrs. Guy Sibley Mitch- 
ell, now on short-term appointment. 

RESIGNATION: Julia Hampton, R. N., 
Lubondai, Belgian Congo, effective Dec. 1. 

David J. and Frances Hopkins, St. 
Joseph, Mo., will return to Brazil, sailing 
from New York Dec. 22 on the Moore- 
McCormack liner, SS “Brazil,” cabin 344. 
R. E. W. 

Fred R. Stair, Jr., Hickory, N. C., was 
the Religious Emphasis Week speaker at 
Flora Macdonald College, Red Springs, 
N.C. 

WHITE LECTURES 

James T. Cleland, Duke Divinity School 
professor, delivered the Ashlin White 
Bible lectures, annual feature of the First 
church, Mooresville, N. C. 
ASSOCIATIONS 

GREENSBORO, N. 
ministerial 
become the 
ship Jan. 1. 

CHARLOTTE, N. C.—The white ministerial 








Mr. and Mrs. David B. 


C.—White and Negro 
associations have voted to 
xreensboro Ministers’ Fellow- 





PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational Excellence, Member South- 
ern Association Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A, and A.S. degrees. Graduate trans- 
fer to Junior class best colleges. 
fessor each ten students. 
tention, Scientific tests. Athletics. One 
year and two year business courses. 
Preparatory department with 11th, and 
12th grades. Veterans. Moderate 
charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Sec- 
ond Semester begins January 30. 1956. 
THE REGISTRAR 

Maxton, North Carolina 


Pro- 
Personal at- 


Box 38-R 





association has voted to invite the all- 
Negro interdenominational ministerial 
alliance to consider a merger. 

KNOXVILLE, TENN.—Presbyterian U. S., 
and USA ministers of Knox County have 
formed a united association to “work as 
a cooperative group on church expansion 
and other phases of church work.” A. E. 
Dallas is nominated as president and 
James R. Smith and Scott McClure as 
vice-president and _ secretary-treasurer 
respectively. A 12-man executive com- 
mittee will be composed of officers of 
the presbyteries involved and of chair- 
men of home missions in these presby- 
teries. 

NASHVILLE, TENN.—Negro and _ white 
ministerial associations here have marged. 
The city Association of Churches became 
interracial a year ago. 


$250,000 by Dec. 15 

Presbyterian College (S.C.) is seeking 
to reach $750,000 this year on a larger 
$2,000,000 development program. Pres- 
ent plans look toward $250,000 in the 
hometown (Clinton) area by Dec. 15. 

An anonymous $75,000 gift by a Clin- 
ton family on a dollar-for-dollar match- 
ing basis opened the campaign. 


Risk vs. Failure 

He who risks and fails can be for- 
given. He who never risks and never 
fails is a failure in his whole being. He 
is not forgiven, for he never seeks for- 
giveness.—PAUL TILLICH. 








FLORA MACDONALD 
Red Springs, North Carolina 
An Accredited Four-Year Liberal 


B.A., B.M., and B.S. Degrees 
Christian Education for Christian 


MARSHALL Scott Woopson, President 
“A Superior College for Superior Students” 


COLLEGE 


Arts College 


Living and Service 








JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
The Five-Star College 
Write to 
McFERRAN CROWE, President 


High academic standards 
Strong in the faith 
Select student body 


Fine program of recreation 
and activities 


s Reasonable in cost 











DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Early Application is Essential 
Freshman Class Limited to 250 


Selection, beginning February first, made from 
approximately 600 applications 


Apply Now—Davidson College, Admissions Office, Davidson, N. C. 








Sustained by a Heritage 


of Christian Ideals 


Marshall W. Brown, President 


Presbyterian College 


Clinton, South Carolina 








Centre 
College 


Founded 1819 
(Kentucky’s Bluegrass Area) 





Separate Campuses ..... 


for women and men students but most classes and social func- 
tions held jointly. Fully accredited. Liberal Arts. 
terian. Famous for distinguished alumni. 


Walter A. Groves, Ph. D., President 


Presby- 
Fine facilities. 


Send for illustrated booklet 
Danville, Ky. 
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